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Security Requirements-C-TPAT Program

Berdex Seafood, Inc has a certified and verified status in the C-TPAT program, the U.S. Customs Trade Partnership Against Terrorism and Container Security Initiative. We expect the following of our frozen seafood suppliers (an equivalent WCO accredited security program administered by a foreign customs authority is acceptable):

Container Security

1) Security processes, procedures are in place to ensure that nothing other than frozen seafood is loaded into the shipping containers. A written security manual, in the same format as a HACCP manual, describes the measures instituted at the factory to guarantee that both the product loaded as well as the container contains nothing but frozen seafood.
2) Pictures are made of the loading of and the inside of the loaded container and seals installed on the container doors by the shipping companies to ensure that containers once loaded are not opened up again until arrival at their destination

3) In order to prevent unauthorized access to shipping containers, the plant that orders the containers to their yards for loading have made sure that the containers are loaded at the factory and taken directly to the seaport.

4) At the completion of processing and packaging, the goods are maintained in a cold storage warehouse. Entry to the warehouse is granted only to authorized employees. Prior to loading, a multiple point security inspection is conducted  on the container to verify its physical integrity. This inspection must be done and certified by a shipping manager. At the completion of loading, the container must be sealed using a high security bolt seal (PAS ISO 17712 approved), which is supplied by the shipping company. The seal number is recorded on all shipping documents. Any third party freight forwarders used to transport the containers to the seaport should be C-TPAT certified and preferably operating with the supplier for a number of years without incident. Any delays in a ship’s arrival to the seaport are reported to the management for resolution. 
Physical Access Controls
There must be access controls required to prevent unauthorized entry to the facility. Employees are issued a photo identification card (ID). These ID’s must be visible at all times. The access gates to the factory should be kept locked and manned by security at all times. During the factory’s normal operation employees must stop at the security office and present their ID every morning. Access to packing, shipping and raw materials is limited to employees assigned to those areas. Visitors must present identification to security personnel upon arriving at the facility. Their indentification is taken and a temporary visitor’s pass is issued. The visitors’ identification is returned when they exit the facility. Visitors must be escorted at all times throughout the facility. A visitor’s logbook is maintained at the security guard office. Employees and visitors are not permitted to park near the shipping and receiving area. All letters and packages delivered to the facility are examined first by security. If an employee is terminated or resigns from the company there are procedures in place to remove all access to the facility immediately.

Personnel security

Written and verifiable processes are in place to screen prospective employees.
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